
OLVER ANNOUNCES $250,000 GRANT TO DALTON POLICE DEPARTMENT FOR COPS IN SCHOOLS PROGRAM
April 10, 2003

  
          WASHINGTON – Congressman John Olver (D-MA) announced that the Dalton Police Department has received a $250,000 federal grant to help fund the assignment of two full-time police officers in the middle school and high school in the Central Berkshire Regional School District.

          The grant was awarded through U.S. Department of Justice's Office of Community Oriented Policing Services as part of the COPS in Schools Program. 

          These grants allow law enforcement agencies to pay for the salary and benefits to hire additional sworn officers to perform a variety of functions within a school. These officers are known as school resource officers who become permanently assigned to a school or school system.

          "Building a positive relationship with local schools is a critical part of community policing," Olver said. "With this funding, the Dalton Police Department will be able to expand their service to a portion of the community that has been underserved."

          Currently the Dalton Police Department is providing part-time protection at the middle and high school, but those assignments are in danger of elimination due to budget cuts. The new grant will help enable the police department to assign a school resource officer to each school dedicated to serving the school community on a full-time basis.

          "I am extremely excited about this grant. This is a wonderful addition to the community policing program for the community of Dalton and the Central Berkshire Regional School District," said Dalton Police Chief Dan Filiault. "I want to thank Congressman Olver for his help getting this grant and his recognition of the need for full-time resource officers in our schools."

          Since its inception, the Office of Community Oriented Police Services of the U.S. Department of Justice has awarded $716 million to 2,600 state and local law enforcement agents to hire over 6,000 officers to work in the nation's schools. While the specific activities of the officers are determined by the unique needs of the school and community they serve, their primary role is to safeguard students by providing a law enforcement presence on campus. Many of the officers teach crime prevention and substance abuse classes, serve as coaches, monitor and counsel troubled students and work to build mutual respect and understanding between law enforcement and students.

          For more information, contact Dan Filiault, Chief of the Dalton Police Department, at 413-684-0300.
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